
 

 

Curriculum vitae, Paul Cairney 
 

Paul Cairney (PhD, FAcSS) is Professor of Politics and Public Policy at the University of 

Stirling. His research expertise covers the theory, practice, and politics of public policy. It 

spans comparisons of policy theories and their methods, international policy processes, UK 

and devolved policymaking, and policy sectors (including health and environment). He has 

written or co-written 13 books, 90 articles in international peer reviewed journals, and 31 

chapters in edited books. His Google Scholar h is 51 (10057 citations; 2000+ in 2021).  

He uses these insights to foster academic-practitioner discussions on: (1) current 

debates on the performance of political systems, such as their use of evidence in policy 

analysis, policy design, and policymaking processes (including work co-produced with the 

European Commission); and, (2) why there is a gap between high policy ambitions and 

low evidence of delivery (co-produced with public health agencies in the UK and Ireland). 

Since 2016, he has delivered over 100 keynote lectures or invited talks to academic-

practitioner audiences, such as to explain the variable use of evidence for policy.  

He was Special Advisor to the Scottish Parliament’s Commission on Parliamentary 

Reform (2017) and has provided written and oral evidence to multiple committees of the 

Scottish Parliament, National Assembly for Wales, and Northern Ireland Assembly (topics 

include intergovernmental relations, policy learning, UK and devolved finance, and long-

term preventive policymaking). He is invited regularly to contribute to national and 

international newspapers, TV, and radio (including 70 interviews in 2014). 

He has secured regular funding to coordinate and conduct research - approximately 

£750,000 from consortium funding over £7m - including from the Economic and Social 

Research Council (Centre on Constitutional Change) to compare UK and Scottish 

policymaking (2013-15), the UKRI’s UK Energy Research Centre (UKERC) programme 

on multi-level energy policy in the context of Brexit (2017-18), and the European Research 

Council project ‘IMAJINE’ to learn from policies to reduce inequalities (2017-22).  

He has edited the journal Evidence & Policy (2020-21, with Professor Kat Smith), 

the Politics of Evidence Based Policymaking section of Humanities & Social Sciences 

Communications (2017-20), and Special Issues of Politics & Policy (2018, with Professor 

Chris Weible) and the Journal of European Public Policy (2022). He is an advisory board 

member of several journals, and has provided peer reviews for over 100 journals. He has 

performed ESRC and ERC peer reviewer and rapporteur roles since 2005, and reviewed 

funding for multiple international funding bodies. 

He currently co-supervises 3 interdisciplinary PhDs on policy and policymaking 

(plus 6 co-supervised to completion). He has performed UG or PGT external examiner 

roles at GCU, UCL, and Edinburgh, and has been the external examiner of 21 PhDs 

He designs and delivers the Master of Public Policy. His commitment to student 

learning includes a major investment to connect book projects – such as Understanding 

Public Policy, and The Politics of Policy Analysis – to a personal website containing short 

summaries of key concepts and issues in policy analysis and policymaking. This site now 

attracts over 250,000 hits per year, and a total of 1.8m hits from over 900,000 visits.  
  

https://scholar.google.co.uk/citations?user=kfoRhFYAAAAJ&hl=en&authuser=1

