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Paul Cairney (BA Hons, MSc, Phd - Strathclyde), Professor of Politics and Public Policy 

p.a.cairney@stir.ac.uk twitter: @cairneypaul    

I joined the University of Stirling in 2013. I began my lecturing career at the University of 

Aberdeen in 2004.  

My research and teaching interests are in comparative public policy. This includes: 

• comparisons of policy theories (e.g. Understanding Public Policy, 2020) 

• policy analysis (The Politics of Policy Analysis, 2021) 

• applications of policy theory to contemporary themes (The Politics of Evidence-Based 

Policy Making, 2016) 

• explaining key limits to policymaking (Why Isn’t Government Policy More 

Preventive? 2020, with Emily St Denny; Making Policy in a Complex World, 2019, 

with Tanya Heikkila and Matthew Wood)  

• policy outcomes in different countries (Global Tobacco Control, 2012, with Donley 

Studlar and Hadii Mamudu) 

• Scottish politics and policy (The Scottish Political System Since Devolution, 2011 and 

Scottish Politics, 2013 with Neil McGarvey)  

• comparisons of UK and devolved government policymaking (‘Has Devolution 

Changed the British Policy Style?’, British Politics, 3, 3, 350-72)  

• comparisons of policy outcomes across the UK (‘Policy Convergence, Transfer and 

Learning in the UK under Devolution’, Regional and Federal Studies, 22, 3, 289-307 

with Michael Keating and Eve Hepburn).  

I was funded (October 2013-15) by the Economic and Social Research Council to research the 

policymaking process in Scotland, focusing on areas such as preventive policymaking. I am 

now funded (2016-22) by EU Horizon2020 (IMAJINE centre on territorial inequalities across 

Europe) to examine the ways in which governments can, and should, use evidence to learn 

from the success and failure of other government strategies to reduce territorial inequalities. 

For articles on COVID-19 policy in the UK, see: https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/covid-19/  

Paul Cairney is Professor of Politics and Public Policy, University of Stirling.  His research 

interests are in comparative public policy, including: comparisons of policy theories 

(Understanding Public Policy, 2020), methods (Handbook of Complexity and Public Policy, 

2015, co-edited with Robert Geyer) and the use of evidence (The Politics of Evidence-Based 

Policy Making, 2016); policy outcomes in different countries (Global Tobacco Control, 2012 

(with Donley Studlar and Hadii Mamudu), Scottish politics (The Scottish Political System Since 

Devolution, 2011 and Scottish Politics 2nd ed, 2013 with Neil McGarvey), comparisons of UK 

and devolved policymaking (‘Has Devolution Changed the British Policy Style?’, British 

Politics, 3, 3, 350-72), and comparisons of policy outcomes across the UK (‘Policy 

Convergence, Transfer and Learning in the UK under Devolution’, Regional and Federal 

Studies, 22, 3, 289-307 with Michael Keating and Eve Hepburn). He was funded (October 



2013-15) by the Economic and Social Research Council to research the policymaking process 

in Scotland, focusing on areas such as preventative spending, and is currently funded by 

Horizon2020 (IMAJINE) to research policies designed to reduce territorial inequalities. He has 

written multiple articles on COVID-19 policy in the UK: 

https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/covid-19/ 

Paul Cairney is Professor of Politics and Public Policy, University of Stirling.  His research 

interests are in comparative public policy, including: policy theories (Understanding Public 

Policy, 2020), methods (Handbook of Complexity and Public Policy, 2015, co-edited with 

Robert Geyer) and the use of evidence (The Science of Policymaking, 2015); policy outcomes 

in different countries (Global Tobacco Control, 2012, with Donley Studlar and Hadii 

Mamudu), and Scottish politics (The Scottish Political System Since Devolution, 2011 and 

Scottish Politics, 2013 with Neil McGarvey). He has been funded by the ESRC and 

Horizon2020 to research devolved policymaking processes, focusing on areas such as 

inequalities and preventive policymaking. For articles on COVID-19 policy in the UK, see: 

https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/covid-19/ 

Paul Cairney is Professor of Politics and Public Policy, University of Stirling.  His blog on 

public policy is here - https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/  - and his twitter is @Cairneypaul. 

His research interests include: comparing theories on evidence and policy (The Politics of 

Evidence-Based Policymaking, 2016, and Understanding Public Policy, 2020); the use of 

evidence to promote tobacco control (Global Tobacco Control, 2012, with Studlar and 

Mamudu), ‘prevention’ policies, fracking, and COVID-19 policy. 

Paul Cairney is Professor of Politics and Public Policy in the Division of History, Heritage, 

and Politics at the University of Stirling.  He is a specialist in British politics and public policy, 

focusing on the ways in which policy studies can explain the use of evidence in politics and 

policy, and how policymakers translate broad long term aims into evidence-informed 

objectives (The Politics of Evidence-Based Policymaking, 2016; The Politics of Policy 

Analysis, 2021). As part of the ESRC Centre on Constitutional Change (led by Professors 

Michael Keating and Nicola McEwen), he was funded from 2013-15 to examine the policy 

capacity of Scottish institutions in the lead up to the referendum on Scottish independence. The 

CCC was at the heart of academic-driven discussions to provide relatively impartial evidence 

to voters in Scotland. As part of the Horizon2020 funded IMAJINE centre on territorial 

inequalities across Europe, he is funded from 2016-22 to examine how governments can, and 

should, use evidence to learn from the success and failure of other government strategies.   

My name is Paul Cairney and my title is Professor of Politics and Public Policy in the Division 

of History, Heritage, and Politics at the University of Stirling.  I am also a Fellow of the 

Academy of Social Science. 

My blog on public policy is here - https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/ - and twitter is 

@Cairneypaul or @undpublicpolicy. A longer CV and full list of my academic publications 

can also be found here: https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/cv  



I am a specialist in British politics and public policy, currently focusing on the ways in which 

policy studies can explain the use of evidence in politics and policy, and how policymakers 

translate broad long term aims into evidence-informed objectives (The Politics of Evidence-

Based Policy Making, 2016; Why Isn’t Government Policy More Preventive?).  

As part of the ESRC Centre on Constitutional Change (CCC, led by Professors Michael 

Keating and Nicola McEwen), I was funded from 2013-15 to examine the policy capacity of 

Scottish institutions in the lead up to the referendum on Scottish independence. The CCC was 

at the heart of academic-driven discussions to provide relatively impartial evidence to voters 

in Scotland.  

As part of the Horizon2020 funded IMAJINE centre on territorial inequalities across Europe, 

I was funded from 2016-22 to examine how governments can, and should, use evidence to 

learn from the success and failure of other government strategies.  You can find an introductory 

blog post here:  

https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2016/10/19/the-theory-and-practice-of-evidence-based-

policy-transfer-can-we-learn-how-to-reduce-territorial-inequalities/  

I have written multiple articles on COVID-19 policy in the UK: 

https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/covid-19/ 
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