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Timetable 

Teaching for MPP01 is on Wednesdays at 10-12, beginning on the 13th September and running 

for 10 seminar. 

 

 13 September – 1 

 20 September – 2 

 27 September – 3 

 4 October – 4 

 11 October – 5 

 18 October – 6 

 25 October – No seminar - reading week  

 1 November – 7 

 8 November - 8 

 15 November - 9 

 22  November - 10 

 29 November – No seminar - reading week/ coursework preparation 

 

I’ll also make myself available from 9.15-10 and 12-1.15 each Wednesday (on which we have 

a seminar). 

 

Module Description: aims and objectives 
Our aim is to understand, in considerable depth, the relationship between policymaking and 

policy influencing bodies at multiple levels (such as local, Scottish, UK, and EU). We initially 

focus on the UK, to compare the ‘Westminster model’, or an outdated image of centralisation, 

with ‘multi-level governance’, which describes the diffusion of power across multiple levels 

of government, and the sharing of power with a large number of organisations. This focus on 

multi-level policy making should prompt us to consider how to understand the policy process 

and where to focus our attention. In the weekly meeting we all focus broadly on institutions 

and policy processes, and each participant reports specifically on how this discussion relates to 

their written (case study) projects. We explore topics such as: what policy is and how it is made, 

multilevel policymaking, policy networks and governance, power and ideas, socioeconomic 

factors and the role of ‘events’.  

 

Then, we can focus on general developments – such as post-war policy change in UK, devolved 

and EU policy areas – or specific cases chosen by you. Our group is small enough to make 

these choices when we meet. For example, if most people choose assessment model 2 (below), 

we could use the final week or two for presentations for feedback. 
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Learning outcomes 
The module is designed to enable you to: 

 

 develop an informed and critical understanding of theories of politics and policymaking 

as applied to real world cases 

 demonstrate an informed and critical understanding of current issues and debates of 

policymaking 

 develop an informed and critical understanding of the significance of policymaking. 

 

Transferable skills 

The module is designed to encourage you to develop the following, to: 

 

• understand and deploy complex sets of data, information and concepts. 

• assimilate and disseminate, to defend and critically assess such data, information 

and concepts. 

• make formal presentations on specific topics to an informed audience. 

• work effectively (under guidance) in a peer relationship, exercising autonomy and 

initiative  

• develop interpretative and analytical skills. 

• deploy critical awareness and creative  thinking 

• indicate an understanding of the relevant theoretical debates in the subject area. 

• understand and employ relevant research methods 

 

Module requirements 

You should be able to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of ‘the policy process’ 

and an ability to think critically about the ways in which we study it. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment for MPP01 will be based on coursework (100%): one piece of coursework (100%), 

consisting of a 3,000 words essay (80%), including bibliography, and a 500 word blog 

summary (20%). The main text will be approximately 2000 words, and it is fine to have a 

longer submission if the text is 2000 and the bibliography is exceptionally long and/ or an 

annex is essential. The blog post should be a concise summary of your findings, written in a 

way that is accessible to a non-specialist audience. 

 

Your aim is to demonstrate a thorough understanding of public policy analysis, using political 

science concepts to help explain the results. You can do so by analysing existing 

primary/secondary data or producing new knowledge, through techniques such as elite 

interviews (although it is rare at this stage to do so). As with a dissertation, the idea is that you 

produce the research question in consultation with me. We will use the first meetings to give 

everyone the chance to outline briefly their ideas and I will work with you to refine your 

research question.  

 

You can tell from the 100% coursework and single assignment that I set the bar high for this 

piece of work. I expect you to demonstrate a high degree of empirical and/ or analytical rigour. 

You will develop ‘policy analysis’ skills throughout the course, as we discuss concepts and 

exchange insights based on our research (note that ‘policy analysis’ is often used in a specific 

way to refer to the production of policy options papers. Our aim is similar but more conceptual). 

There is no summative assessment for the weekly meeting, but regular formative assessment – 

as oral feedback from me, and your peers - is a core part of the process.   
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There is no single essay question, but I will encourage two main models from which you can 

choose: 

1. A fairly traditional essay in which you will seek to answer questions such as: what is 

policy, how has it changed, and why? This is a simple set of questions, but it opens up 

several possibilities about how to define and measure policy and policy change in your 

field: is it one policy instrument or an overall strategy? Do you focus on a change in 

strategy or policy outcomes? Over what time period do you measure change? How do 

you characterise the amount and nature of change? You could then consider why policy 

has (or has not) changed: who or what were the key actors, institutions, networks, 

socioeconomic factors and ideas? You could then reflect on a balance between 

empirical and normative assessment: has there been an adequate level of policy change 

in the right direction? From whose perspective?  

 

For some advice on this format: https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2016/11/23/writing-an-

essay-on-politics-policymaking-and-policy-change/ 

 

2. A policy options paper combined with a reflection essay. You still have about 2000 

words of main text, but to produce (a) a very brief policy options paper for your chosen 

audience, and (b) a background paper explaining to me why you wrote it in a particular 

way.  

For advice on this format (and blogging): 

https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/writing-a-policy-paper-and-blog-post-

polu9uk/ (which I wrote for a UK course) 

 

The blog post should be a concise account of your findings, written in a way that is accessible 

to a non-specialist audience. It is not simply a summary of your findings. It is also a chance to 

consider how to engage with a non-academic audience – which requires a different set of 

communication skills and, in most cases, the description of a case study which is theoretically 

informed but perhaps focused on explaining the case rather than the theory or concepts. 

 

The assessment deadline is  
 

7th December 2017 at noon.  

Submission is via turnitin (no hard copy required), with all submissions on one Word 

document. 

 

Programme 

 

Seminar  MPP01 

1 Introduction: identifying case studies and key concepts 

 

2 What is policy and how is it made? We discuss the 

meaning of policy, its measurement, the concept of 

‘bounded rationality’, the ‘Westminster model’ and the 

idea of ‘policy styles’.  

3 Multilevel governance. We identify the meaning of 

multi-level governance, discuss how power is shared 

across levels of government, identify the ‘fragmentation’ 

of policymaking, and explore how the study of ‘new 

institutionalism’ helps us understand these processes. 

https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2016/11/23/writing-an-essay-on-politics-policymaking-and-policy-change/
https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2016/11/23/writing-an-essay-on-politics-policymaking-and-policy-change/
https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/writing-a-policy-paper-and-blog-post-polu9uk/
https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2016/10/11/writing-a-policy-paper-and-blog-post-polu9uk/
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4 Policy networks and governance. We continue our 

analysis of the diffusion of power from central 

government, focusing on the ‘logic’ of consultation and 

‘policy communities’.  

5 Power and Ideas. Policymakers can only pay attention 

to a small number of issues for which they are 

responsible, so they ignore most issues and promote a 

small number to the top of their agenda. We discuss how 

problems are ‘framed’, and how they are pushed on, or 

kept off, the policy agenda. We examine the extent to 

which this process is underpinned by the existence of 

‘paradigms’, norms or ‘monopolies of understanding’. 

6 Socioeconomic factors and the role of ‘events’. We 

examine the extent to which policymakers think about, 

and seek to solve problems, within a policy environment 

that represents a source of pressure – when, for example, 

demographic change, economic crisis, or public 

behaviour prompts new problems. Events can be routine, 

such as elections, or prompted by unpredictable shifts in 

the policy environment. 

7 Optional discussion:  

Key developments in post-war UK policy. It is difficult 

to understand contemporary public policy in the UK 

without considering the major changes that have taken 

place in the UK state in the post-war period. We examine: 

a shift in economic policy, and the balance between the 

market and state; the pursuit of ‘new public management’ 

and other reforms; employment law reform; and changes 

to the welfare state. 

8 In three sessions, we can focus on substantive policy 

areas, divided notionally into policy areas driven by EU, 

UK and/ or devolved governments. We can begin by 

identifying broad areas of responsibilities, and key trends, 

and continue by identifying specific case studies relating 

to your coursework. The idea is that we make more sense 

of the concepts, discussed in the first part of the course, 

by applying them to specific case studies.  

 

Or, by this stage we can work out our common interests 

and identify texts to read and discuss. In past courses, we 

have focused on topic such as complexity theory and the 

‘social construction of target populations’ (both part of 

the ‘1000 Words’ blog post series). 

9 

10 

 

General Reading 

You will soon notice a tendency for me to recommend publications by Cairney! It is largely as 

a way into the topic; as the source of a large bibliography for you to use (and ‘snowball, by 

examining the references used by those authors). Your other main source should be a scholarly 

search engine such as Google Scholar. In other words, I give you a place to start, and give us a 

common reference point for the seminars, but part of your research training involves tracking 

down relevant material yourself. Please note that there is some ‘path dependence’ in the initial 

list, and it is often dominated by male, white authors. Throughout the course, and over the 

years, I make some suggestions after I find out your interests. 
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It is difficult to find a book which maps straight onto the course. My book Understanding 

Public Policy can be used to introduce some of the concepts, including the meaning of public 

policy, multi-level governance, policy networks, power, ideas and socioeconomic factors. My 

site also provides some introductory blog posts on these topics: 

http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/1000-words/   

 

A full list of the books ordered in 2014 (the first year of the course) can be found here: 

https://paulcairney.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/mpp-books-ordered-2014.pdf  and you are 

welcome to borrow books from A95 (my office) or suggest new additions. 

 

If you are interested specifically in policymaking in the UK, see my POLU9UK site and 

suggested reading list: https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/policymaking-in-the-uk/  

 

 

Online Reading 

The academic world is changing, albeit slowly. More academic work is introduced in online 

reports and blogs which introduce the topics before recommending a longer text. Examples 

include the LSE sites and the Conversation.  

Relevant Journals 

The world of journals is changing too. We used to simply list the most relevant journals, 

including: Journal of European Public Policy, Policy Studies Journal, Journal of Social Policy, 

Critical Policy Studies, Regional and Federal Studies, British Politics, Public Administration, 

Public Policy and Administration, Policy and Politics, British Journal of Politics and 

International Relations, Policy Studies, Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis, and Policy 

Sciences.  

However, a more effective way to find relevant articles is to use a keyword search on Google 

Scholar http://scholar.google.co.uk/   

 

Individual topics: initial further reading 
 

 

What is policy and how is it made? 

Key reading: Understanding Public Policy plus several blog posts are relevant:  

Defining policy shows how messed up it seems 

Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: Policy change and measurement 

Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: The Policy Cycle and its Stages 

Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: Success and Failure (Evaluation) 

Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: Bounded Rationality and Incrementalism 

 

See also:  

Cairney, P. (2008) ‘Has Devolution Changed the British Policy Style?, British Politics, 3, 3, 

350-72 

Colebatch, H. (1998) Policy (Buckingham: Open University Press) 

Colebatch, H. (2006b) Beyond the Policy Cycle: The policy process in Australia (Crows Nest, 

NSW: Allen and Unwin) 

Dorey, P. (2014) Policy Making in Britain: An Introduction 2nd ed. (London: Sage) 

Greer, S. and Jarman, H. (2008) ‘Devolution and Policy Styles’, in A. Trench (ed.) The State 

of the Nations 2008 (Exeter: Imprint Academic) 

Hogwood, B. (1987) From Crisis to Complacency (Oxford: Oxford University Press) 

Hogwood, B. and Gunn, L. (1984) Policy Analysis for the Real World (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press) 

John, P. (2011) Making Policy Work (London: Routledge) 

http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/1000-words/
https://paulcairney.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/mpp-books-ordered-2014.pdf
https://paulcairney.wordpress.com/policymaking-in-the-uk/
http://scholar.google.co.uk/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2014/01/08/defining-policy-shows-how-messed-up-it-seems/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2014/03/18/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-policy-change-and-measurement/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/11/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-the-policy-cycle-and-its-stages/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/12/21/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-success-and-failure-evaluation/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/11/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-bounded-rationality-and-incrementalism/
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Marsh, D. and McConnell, A. (2010) ‘Towards a Framework for Establishing Policy Success’, 

Public Administration, 88, 2, 564–83 

McConnell, A. (2010) Understanding Policy Success: Rethinking Public Policy (Basingstoke: 

Palgrave Macmillan) 

Richards, D. and Smith, M. (2002) Governance and Public Policy in the UK (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press)  

 

Multilevel governance 

Key reading: Chapter 8 of Understanding Public Policy plus Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: 

the Westminster Model and Multi-level Governance. 

 

Examples of books covering at least one level of policymaking include: 

Wallace, H., Pollack, M. and Young, A. (2010) Policy-Making in the European Union (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press)  

Buonanno, L. and Nugent, N. (2013) Policies and Policy Processes of the European Union 

(Basingstoke: Palgrave)  

Morphet, J. (2013) How Europe Shapes British Public Policy (Bristol: Policy Press)  

Richardson, J. (2005) European Union: Power and Policy-Making (London: Routledge) 

Cairney, P. and McGarvey, N. (2013) Scottish Politics 2nd ed. (Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Birrell, D. (2012) Comparing Devolved Governance (Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Dorey, P. (2014) Policy Making in Britain: An Introduction 2nd ed. (London: Sage) 

Richards, D. and Smith, M. (2002) Governance and Public Policy in the UK (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press)  

 

See also: 

Durose, C. (2011) ‘Revisiting Lipsky: Front‐Line Work in UK Local Governance’, Political 

Studies, 59, 4, 978-995 

Flinders, M. (2008) Delegated Governance and the British State (Oxford: Oxford University 

Press) 

Hooghe, L. and Marks, G. (2003) ‘Unravelling the Central State, but How? Types of Multi-

Level Governance’, American Political Science Review, 97, 2: 233–43 

Kjaer, A. (2004) Governance (Cambridge: Polity) 

Kooiman, J. (2003) Governing as Governance (London: Sage)  

Miller, V. (2010) How much legislation comes from Europe? (London: House of Commons 

Library) http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP10-62/how-much-legislation-comes-

from-europe  

 

Policy networks and governance 

Key reading: the section on networks in chapter 9 of Understanding Public Policy and Policy 

Concepts in 1000 Words: Networks, sub-government and communities.  

See also:  

Dowding, K. (1995b) ‘Model or Metaphor? A Critical Review of the Policy 

Network Approach’, Political Studies, 43, 2: 136–58 

Heclo, H. (1978) ‘Issue Networks and the Executive Establishment’, in A. King (ed.) The 

New American Political System (Washington D.C.: American Enterprise Institute) 

Jordan, G. (1981) ‘Iron Triangles, Woolly Corporatism and Elastic Nets: Images of the Policy 

Process’, Journal of Public Policy 1, 1, 95-123 

Jordan, G. and Cairney, P. (2013) ‘What is the ‘dominant model’ of British policymaking? 

Comparing majoritarian and policy community ideas’, British Politics, 8, 3, 233–259 

Jordan, A.G. and Maloney, W.A. (1997) “Accounting for Subgovernments: Explaining the 

Persistence of Policy Communities”, Administration and Society, vol.29, 5, 557-583 

Jordan, A.G. and Richardson, J.J. (1982) ‘The British Policy Style or the Logic of 

Negotiation?’ in (ed) Richardson, J.J. Policy Styles in Western Europe (London: Allen and 

http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/10/policy-concept-in-1000-words-multi-level-governance-and-the-westminster-model/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/10/policy-concept-in-1000-words-multi-level-governance-and-the-westminster-model/
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP10-62/how-much-legislation-comes-from-europe
http://www.parliament.uk/briefing-papers/RP10-62/how-much-legislation-comes-from-europe
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2014/03/25/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-networks-sub-government-and-communities/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2014/03/25/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-networks-sub-government-and-communities/
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Unwin) 

Jordan, A.G. and Richardson, J.J. (1987) British Politics and the Policy Process (London: 

Allen & Unwin) 

Marsh, D. and Rhodes, R.A.W. (1992b) ‘Policy Communities and Issue Networks: 

Beyond Typology’ in D. Marsh and R.A.W. Rhodes (eds) Policy Networks in 

British Government (Oxford: Oxford University Press) 

Rhodes, R.A.W. (1997) Understanding Governance (Open University Press) 

Richardson, J. and Jordan, G. (1979) Governing Under Pressure: The Policy Process in a 

Post Parliamentary Democracy (Oxford: Robertson) 

 

Power and Ideas 
Key reading: Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: Power and Ideas and Policy Concepts in 1000 

Words: Policy Transfer and Learning  

Chapters 3, 11 and 12 of Understanding Public Policy cover these topics  

 

The literature on power and ideas is quite general, so you may want to go beyond this list. 

Power 

(Key) Bachrach, P. and Baratz, M. (1962) ‘Two Faces of Power’, The American Political 

Science Review, 56, 4, 947-952 

Bachrach, P. and Baratz, M. (1963) ‘Decisions and Nondecisions: An Analytical Framework’, 

The American Political Science Review, 57, 3, 632-642 

Bachrach, P. and Baratz, M. (1970) Power and Poverty (New York: Oxford University Press) 

Bock, G. and James, S. (1992) Beyond Equality and Difference: Citizenship, Feminist Politics, 

and Female Subjectivity (London: Routledge) 

Crenson, M. (1971) The Un-politics of Air Pollution: A Study of Non-decisionmaking in the 

Cities (London: Johns Hopkins Press) 

Dahl, R. (1957) ‘The Concept of Power’, Behavioral Science, 2, 3, 201-15 

Dahl, R. (1958) ‘A Critique of the Ruling Elite Model’,  The American Political Science 

Review, 52, 2, 463-9 

Dahl, R. (1961) Who Governs? Democracy and Power in an American City (New Haven: Yale 

University Press) 

Hay, C. (2002) Political Analysis: A Critical Introduction (Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Heyward, C. (2007) ‘Revisiting the Radical View: Power, Real Interests and the Difficulty of 

Separating Analysis from Critique’, Politics, 27,1, 48-54 

(Key) Lukes, S. (2005) Power: A Radical View 2nd Edition (Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Ward, H. (1987) ‘Structural Power - A Contradiction in Terms?’ Political Studies, 35, 4, 593 - 

610 

Ideas 

Axelrod, R. (1986) ‘An Evolutionary Approach to Norms’, American Political Science Review, 

80, 4, 1095-1111 

Baumgartner, F. and Jones, B. (1993) Agendas and Instability in American Politics (Chicago: 

Chicago University Press) 

Béland, D. (2010) ‘The Idea of Power and the Role of Ideas’, Political Studies Review, 8, 

2,145-54 

Béland, D. and Cox, R. (2010) Ideas and Politics in Social Science Research (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press) 

Blyth, M. (2002) Great Transformations: Economic Ideas and Institutional Change in the 

Twentieth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press) 

Campbell, J. (2002) ‘Ideas, Politics and Public Policy’, Annual Review of Sociology, 28, 21-38 

Cohen, M., March, J. and Olsen, J. (1972) ‘A Garbage Can Model of Organizational Choice’, 

Administrative Science Quarterly, 17, 1, 1-25 

Hall, P. (1993) ‘Policy Paradigms, Social Learning, and the State: The Case of Economic 

Policymaking in Britain’, Comparative Politics, 25, 3: 275–96 

http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/01/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-power-and-ideas/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/11/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-policy-transfer-and-learning/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/11/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-policy-transfer-and-learning/
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Hay, C. (2004b) “‘Taking ideas seriously’ in explanatory political analysis”, British Journal of 

Politics and International Relations, 6, 142-9 

Kettell, S. and Cairney, P. (2010) ‘Taking the Power of Ideas Seriously: The Case of the 2008 

Human Fertilisation and Embryology Bill’, Policy Studies, 31, 3, 301-17 

Radaelli, C. (1995) ‘The role of knowledge in the policy process’, Journal of European Public 

Policy, 2, 2, 159 – 183 

Walsh, J. (2000) ‘When Do Ideas Matter? Explaining the Successes and Failures of Thatcherite 

Ideas’ Comparative Political Studies, 33, 4, 483-516 

 

Socioeconomic factors and the role of ‘events’ 

Key reading: Chapter 6 of Understanding Public Policy  

Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: Context, Events, Structural and Socioeconomic Factors and 

Policy Concepts in 1000 Words: Complex Systems.  

 

See also: 

Hay, C. (2002) Political Analysis: A Critical Introduction (Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Hay, C. (2006b) ‘Globalization and Public Policy’ in M. Moran, M. Rein and R. Goodin (eds.) 

The Oxford Handbook of Public Policy (Oxford: Oxford University Press) 

Hogwood, B. (1992) Trends in British Public Policy (Buckingham: Open University Press) 

Quiggin, J. (2006) ‘Economic Constraints on Public Policy’ in M. Moran, M. Rein and R. 

Goodin (eds.) The Oxford Handbook of Public Policy (Oxford: Oxford University Press) 

Rose, R. (1990) ‘Inheritance Before Choice in Public policy’, Journal of Theoretical Politics, 

2, 3, 263-91 

Rose, R. and Davies, P. (1994) Inheritance in Public Policy: Change Without Choice in Britain 

(Yale University Press) 

 

Key developments in post-war UK policy  

There is no single source for this week. You can chase up the references in pp157-60 of 

Understanding Public Policy or read some of the following. 

 

Burton, M.  (2013)  The  Politics  of  Public  Sector  Reform:  From  Thatcher to  the  Coalition 

(Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Christensen, T. and Laegreid, P., (eds.) (2013) The Ashgate Research Companion to New 

Public Management (Farnham: Ashgate) 

Dunleavy,  P.  and  Hood,  C.  (1994) ‘From  Old  Public  Administration  to  New  Public  

Management’, Public Money and Management, 14, 3, 9-16 

Eliassen, K. and Sitter, N. (2013) Understanding Public Management (London: Sage) 

Ferlie, E., Pettigrew, A., Ashburner, L. and Fitzgerald, L. (1996) The New Public Management 

in Action (Oxford: Oxford University Press)  

Greenwood, J., Pyper, R. and Wilson, D. (2001) New Public Administration in Britain 

(London: Routledge) 

(Key) Hall, P. (1993) ‘Policy Paradigms, Social Learning, and the State: The Case of Economic 

Policymaking in Britain’, Comparative Politics, 25, 3: 275–96 

Hogwood, B. (1997) ‘The Machinery of Government 1979-97’, Political Studies, XLV, 704-

715  

Hood, C. (1991), 'A Public Management for All Seasons?’, Public Administration, 9(1): 3-20 

Hood, C.  (1995),  'The  New  Public  Management  in  the  1990s:  Variations  on  a  Theme', 

Accounting, Organisations and Society, 20(2-3): 93-109  

Hughes, O.  (2012) Public  Management  and  Administration:  an  Introduction,  (Basingstoke: 

Palgrave) 

Marsh, D. (1991) ‘Privatisation under Mrs Thatcher’, Public Administration,  

69, 4, 459-480 

Newman, J. (2001) Modernizing Government (London: Sage) 

http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2014/03/25/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-context-events-structural-and-socioeconomic-factors/
http://paulcairney.wordpress.com/2013/11/01/policy-concepts-in-1000-words-complex-systems/
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Osborne, S. (2006), ‘The New Public Governance?’, Public Management Review, 8(3): 377-

387 

Rhodes, R. (1997) Understanding Governance (Buckingham: Open University Press) 

Stoker, G. (2004) Transforming Local Governance: From Thatcherism to New Labour 

(London: Palgrave) 

 

Multi-level Policymaking: Individual levels of government and policy areas 
 

By this stage, you will be working through your own case study, conducting literature searches 

(e.g. through Google Scholar) and making recommendations to the group. I will also be in the 

position to understand your specific interests and make tailored recommendations. 

 

A full list of the books ordered in 2014 can be found here: 

https://paulcairney.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/mpp-books-ordered-2014.pdf   

 

It includes the general multi-level reading (above) and some policy-specific publications, 

including, for example: 

James Q. Wilson and Joan Petersilia (eds.)  2010 Crime and Public Policy 

Paul Chaney 2011 Equality and Public Policy 

Scott L. Greer and Paulette Kurzer (eds.)  2013 European Union Public Health Policy 

Anne Rogers and  David Pilgrim 2010 A Sociology Of Mental Health And 

Illness 

Christina Boswell 2009 The Political Uses of Expert 

Knowledge 

Clyde Chitty 2009 Education Policy in Britain 

 

See also:  

Baldock, J., Mitton, L., Manning, N. and Vickerstaff, S. (2011) Social Policy 4th ed. (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press)  

 

Further reading, partly as a segue into MPP3: 

Bacchi, C. (1999) Women, Policy and Politics (London: SAGE) 

Birkland, T. (2005) An Introduction to the Policy Process 2nd Edition (London: M.E. Sharpe) 

Dodds, A. (2013) Comparative Public Policy (Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Emejulu, A. (2016) Community development as micropolitics: Comparing theories, policies 

and politics in America and Britain (Bristol: Policy Press) 

Evans, E. (2015) The Politics of Third Wave Feminisms (London: Palgrave) 

Hill, M. (2005) The Public Policy Process 4th Edition (Essex: Pearson Education)  

John, P. (2012) Analysing Public Policy (London: Routledge) 

Knill, C. and Tosun, J. (2012) Public Policy (Basingstoke: Palgrave) 

Parsons, W. (1995) Public Policy (Aldershot: Edward Elgar)  

Smith, K. and Larimer, C. (2009) The Public Policy Theory Primer (Boulder, Co: Westview 

Press) 

Miller, K. and McTavish, D. (2013) Making and Managing Public Policy (London: Routledge) 

https://paulcairney.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/mpp-books-ordered-2014.pdf

