
Fracking UK timeline 

Jan 2008 Cuadrilla Resources Ltd established  

Apr 2010  West Sussex Country Council grants planning permission at Balcombe (West 

Sussex) 

Jun 2010 Lord Browne, board member of Cuadrilla, appointed as government Non-

Executive Director 

Aug 2010 Cuadrilla begins drilling at Preese Hall (Lancashire) 

Apr 2011 First tremor Preese Hall - 2.3 on Richter scale 

May 2011 Second tremor Preese Hall - 1.5 on Richter scale. ‘Drilling suspended while 

DECC commissions report to examine link between fracking and seismic 

activity’ (ITV news). 

Dec 2011 Cuadrilla states that it has a DECC license and local planning permission for 

exploratory drilling in Balcombe, but not firm plans to drill 

Apr 2012 DECC report finds that fracking (direct fluid injection) caused the Preese Hall 

earthquakes, providing new guidelines to reduce risk. 

Jun 2012 Royal Society and Royal Academy of Engineering report published, and now 

underpinning modern regulations 

Oct 2012 DECC policy statement restates the economic potential for shale 

Dec 2012 UK Government lifts the temporary ban on fracking across the UK  

Mar 2013 George Osborne offers tax breaks for shale in 2013 budget, while Cuadrilla’s 

Lord Browne states their intention to invest heavily.  

May 2013 Institute of Directors highlights the need for the industry to secure a ‘social 

license to frack’ 

Jun 2013 DECC provides estimates of shale gas resources in north of England 

July 2013 Lord Howell makes remarks about fracking in the North of England 

July 2013 Northern Ireland minister rules out fast-track process for fracking applications 

July 2013 British Geological Society report on Bowland reserves 

July 2013 Michael Fallon, Minister for Energy and Business, makes strong claim for the 

benefits of fracking in the Daily Telegraph 

Aug 2013 Estimated 2000 people march to protest Balcombe fracking. Sussex Police 

estimates the cost of policing multiple protests at Balcombe to rise to £3.7m. 

Arrests and charges people in several separate incidents, largely for blocking 

workforce access to the site (including Green MP Caroline Lucas). 

Aug 2013 Cuadrilla scales down its operation (16 Aug) then resumes (21 Aug) as protests 

continue. Its public affairs spokesperson argues that Balcombe is valuable for 

exploration but not commercial exploitation. 

Aug 2013 Prime Minister David Cameron makes strong claims for fracking to help bring 

energy bills down, in the Daily Telegraph 

Sep 2013 Cuadrilla announces that it has found hydrocarbons at Balcombe; closes 

exploratory well while seeking planning permission to test flow rate. 

Sep 2013  Green Alliance criticises UK Government position on fracking 

Sep 2013 Major pro-fracking speech by Ed Davey, Secretary of State for DECC 

Sep 2013 Liberal Democrat party conference motion calls to better regulate but not 

prohibit shale gas explortion 

Oct 2013 Cuadrilla does not pursue fracking site at Westby in Lancashire (wintering birds 

restrict activity to 6 months per year) 

Oct 2013 Survey by O’Hara et al suggests that Balcombe has helped reduce UK public 

support for fracking 

http://www.itv.com/news/update/2012-12-13/timeline-fracking-and-earthquakes-at-preese-hall/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/48330/5055-preese-hall-shale-gas-fracturing-review-and-recomm.pdf
infrastructure-for-business-getting-shale-gas-working
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/226874/BGS_DECC_BowlandShaleGasReport_MAIN_REPORT.pdf
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/energy/10213985/The-potential-prize-from-fracking-is-huge.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/politics/10236664/We-cannot-afford-to-miss-out-on-shale-gas.html
http://www.green-alliance.org.uk/uploadedFiles/Publications/reports/Green%20Standard%202013%20report.pdf
http://nottspolitics.org/2013/10/01/did-the-protests-at-balcombe-have-an-impact-on-public-perceptions-of-shale-gas/


Oct 2013 European Parliament votes to ensure that Environmental Impact Assessments 

must be conducted before fracking commences at any site in the EU.  

Oct 2013 Greenpeace launches legal challenge to fracking in England  

Dec 2013 Cuadrilla closes site at Preese Hall in Lancashire’. 

Dec 2013 HM Revenue and Customs outlines new tax breaks for onshore oil and gas 

Dec 2013 DECC announces new ‘regulatory roadmap’ 

Jan 2014 Survey by O’Hara et al suggests that UK public support for fracking is 

diminishing but still in favour (in principle) 

Jan 2014 David Cameron states that he is ‘all out for shale’; that councils will keep all 

business rates on shale sites (up from 50%) 

Feb 2014 West Sussex landowners launch legal block to fracking at Balcombe 

Feb 2014 Cuadrilla proposes two new fracking sites near Blackpool (Bowland, 

Lancashire) 

Mar 2014 Cuadrilla states that there could be 330 trillion cubic feet (tcf) of gas in its 

Lancashire sites 

Apr 2014 House of Lords Economic Affairs Committee criticises lack of progress 

May 2014 Celtique announces that it will not pursue South Downs site 

Sep 2014 DECC’s post-consultation report reaffirms its commitment to planning reform 

Nov 2014 George Osborne proposes north of England shale fund 

Dec 2014 Announcement that Welsh Government sought legal advice on moratorium 

Jan 2015 Leaked letter from George Osborne asking colleagues to push fracking progress 

Jan 2015 Westminster vote on Infrastructure Bill produces greater regulation but no 

moratorium (27
th

). The bill will reduce planning obstacles to drill sites. 

Jan 2015 Scottish Government announces fracking moratorium (28
th

) 
Sources: multiple ‘timeline’ posts on http://drillordrop.com/page/3/?s=timeline; ITV 13 December Timeline: 

Fracking and earthquakes at Preese Hall; Timeglider 

Fracking UK timeline: Balcombe, West Sussex (Cuadrilla) 

Jan 2008 Cuadrilla Resources Ltd established  

Feb 2009  Cuadrilla Balcombe Ltd,  subsidiary of Cuadrilla Resources. Ltd, established 

Dec 2009 West Sussex County Council decides that the Cuadrilla Balcombe site does not 

need an Environmental Impact Assessment 

Jan 2010 Cuadrilla applies for planning permission for exploration at Balcombe 

Apr 2010  West Sussex Country Council grants planning permission at Balcombe 

Jun 2010 Lord Browne, board member of Cuadrilla, appointed as government Non-

Executive Director 

Sep 2010 Cuadrilla begins initial construction at Balcombe 

Dec 2011 Cuadrilla states that it has a DECC license and local planning permission for 

exploratory drilling in Balcombe, but not firm plans to drill 

Oct 2012 Balcombe Parish Council writes to Cuadrilla, arguing that a majority of polled 

residents would oppose further development at Balcombe 

Dec 2012 Representatives of Cuadrilla attend ‘No Fracking in Sussex’ meeting in 

Balcombe 

May 2013 Cuadrilla informs council of its intention to drill exploratory well, and use 

hydrochloric acid, but not frack, in Balcombe. It sets out the rules (on vehicles, 

air quality and noice) it will follow. It also faces criticism of its handling of a 

local survey of residents. 

Jun 2013 Environment Agency requires Cuadrilla to secure a permit to meet the 

http://www.greenpeace.org.uk/media/press-releases/greenpeace-launches-nationwide-legal-block-fracking-20131010
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/264621/5._UK_oil_and_gas_fiscal_regime_-_extension_of_the_ring_fence_expenditure_supplement_for_onshore_activities.pdf
http://nottspolitics.org/2013/10/01/did-the-protests-at-balcombe-have-an-impact-on-public-perceptions-of-shale-gas/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/local-councils-to-receive-millions-in-business-rates-from-shale-gas-developments
http://www.cuadrillaresources.com/news/cuadrilla-news/article/new-sites-proposed-for-next-phase-of-gas-exploration-to-unlock-lancashires-bowland-shale/
http://drillordrop.com/2014/03/05/50-more-gas-to-frack-in-fylde-than-estimated-cuadrilla/
http://drillordrop.com/page/3/?s=timeline
http://www.itv.com/news/update/2012-12-13/timeline-fracking-and-earthquakes-at-preese-hall/
http://www.itv.com/news/update/2012-12-13/timeline-fracking-and-earthquakes-at-preese-hall/


conditions of the European Union Mining Waste directive (for Balcombe) 

Jun 2013 Cuadrilla seeks permit from Environment Agency for managing extractive 

waster. EA criticised in the Daily Telegraph for not requiring Cuadrilla to apply 

for a Mineral Waste and Radioactive Substances permit until now. EA describes 

current activity as low risk and states that the permits are not for fracking. 

Jun 2013 Cuadrilla drills water monitoring borehole 

July 2013 Environment Agency grants mining waste permit 

July-Aug 

2013 

Sussex Police estimates the cost of policing protests at Balcombe to rise to 

£3.7m. Arrests and charges people in several separate incidents, largely for 

blocking workforce access to the site (including Green MP Caroline Lucas). 

West Sussex Country Council fails to have campaigners legally evicted from the 

site. 

Aug 2013 Cuadrilla begins exploratory drilling (2
nd

 Aug) 

Aug 2013 Estimated 2000 people march to protest Balcombe fracking 

Aug 2013 Royal Society for the Protection of Birds objects to the Balcombe activity, 

arguing that no Environmental Impact Assessment took place. 

Aug 2013 Cuadrilla seems to suggest that fracking in Balcombe would not trigger 

automatic payment of £100,000 to residents 

Aug 2013 Campaign group No Dash for Gas moves from West Burton power station to 

Balcombe. 

Aug 2013 Cuadrilla scales down its operation (16 Aug) then resumes (21 Aug) as protests 

continue. Its public affairs spokesperson argues that Balcombe is valuable for 

exploration but not commercial exploitation. 

Sep 2013 West Sussex Country Council fails to have campaigners legally evicted from the 

site. 

Sep 2013 Cuadrilla announces that it has found hydrocarbons at Balcombe; closes 

exploratory well while seeking planning permission to test flow rate. 

Sep 2013 Cuadrilla’s planning permission from West Sussex Country Council (Balcombe) 

expires 

Oct 2013 Survey by O’Hara et al suggests that Balcombe has helped reduce UK public 

support for fracking 

Nov 2013 West Sussex Country Council uses legal action to evict protesters from 

Balcome. Protesters pitch tents outside council office. 

Nov 2013 Cuadrilla’s Lorde Brown states that it will not frack at Balcombe. 

Dec 2013 Cuadrilla submits revised planning application. 
Sources: multiple ‘timeline’ posts on http://drillordrop.com/page/3/?s=timeline  

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/newsbysector/energy/10236489/Fracking-may-not-trigger-100000-benefits-for-Balcombe.html
http://nottspolitics.org/2013/10/01/did-the-protests-at-balcombe-have-an-impact-on-public-perceptions-of-shale-gas/
http://drillordrop.com/page/3/?s=timeline

