
Dear  Dr. Mamudu/Hadii: 

I'm sorry to bring unwelcome news, but I'm afraid we won't be able to use this manuscript.  

Your submission arrived at a time of unprecedented submission volume to the journal 

(submissions up more than 25% over last year) which has forced us to be even more judicious 

than usual about what we pass into review. We felt that there were many other journals other 

than Tobacco Control where you could place your paper. As you recognize, this is a 

somewhat unusual analytic piece, and we do sometimes publish these. However, we felt this 

particular piece might be a better fit for a policy science or political science journal. 

 

Tobacco Control's editorial policy emphasizes the rapid publication of high-priority 

manuscripts of obvious originality and strategic importance to tobacco control, particularly at 

the policy/whole of population level. To do this, the senior editors weigh many comparative 

factors, including how each manuscript we receive compares with the many others competing 

for the limited space available. 

 

We receive many more papers than we can publish. The budget within which we must work 

only allows us to publish papers to fill 480 pages  in our 6 issues each year -- about 60 

original articles. This means that our current acceptance rate cannot run at much higher than 

12-14% or else we will begin to build a large backlog of papers that will be significantly 

delayed in being published. We necessarily must be extremely selective and are forced to 

reject many good pieces of work. 

 

I am sorry to disappoint you on this occasion, but I hope our fast decision minimises delay in 

submitting your work to another journal. You may wish to consider submitting your 

manuscript to BMJ Open (http://bmjopen.bmj.com). If you would like to do so, please 

contact the Editorial Office and they can arrange to transfer the manuscript for you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Ruth Malone 

Editor-in-Chief, Tobacco Control 

On behalf of the  Tobacco Control Editorial Committee 

tobaccocontrol@bmj.com 


